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t*ACINIC HAILHOAD.

Mr. COOPER 1 do not ri«it for the purpose of con¬

tinuing the debate oil the mubject of the bill which is now
pMding bo/ore the Senate, at any trout length. Nor do I
design to follow those honorable senators who have ad¬
vocated the bin, through ihe long labyrinth of questions of
4 cbtraater entirely foreign to the objects of Itin bill, and
wblfih they hav« riiovil and discussed before Ihe Sen¬
ate. Nor shall I follow the honorable senator froui Ten¬
nessee [Mr Bell) in his inquiry whether peace or war

be probable in Europe. or whether, in the event of war,
the United States is l:kely to be involved in it Nor shall
I inquire whether Cuba, in a military point of view, is an
lifcpoMaht acquisition (<>( the United States, and necessary
to our safety. Nor shall 1 indulge in vaticinations of
what the present generation is to see in the character of
the improvements of the country. 1 do not know how
many roads will tpan the continent from ocean to ocean at
Ihe close of theexistinggeneratiou; nor is it pertinent to the
issue now pending before the Senate whether one or more

roads shall follow the one which is now in contemplation.
Nor will 1 pursue the traces of my honorable frieud from
Connecticut, [Mr. Smith,] and inquire whether it would
be competent for England or any belligerent power,
with a single privateer, to lay San Francisco under con¬

tribution and conquer from us our Pamric possessions.
Nor wilt I indulge, sir, in antefacto encomiums upon the
incoming President. 1 shall rather trust to my acts than
to toy woida, to show that my course of conduct to-

wardabisadministration when he comes to be installed into
powtt will not be a factious one. Sir, I regard it as un¬

safe, altogether unsafe, to venture u|ton any great lauda-
tiOM Of any office ill advance. Sir, even when they are

indulged in, io the case of friends on whom we have be¬
stowed the most extravagant encomiums for their wis-
dom asd patriotism.I say, in such cases, we are olten-
times disappointed. We outfit, therefore, to fear somewhat
10 indulge in such encomium a* these upon those who

havenot heretofore merit«>l by their conduct, very exten¬

sively, our approbation. But these are fo eign qui ntions,

and I shall not pursue them.
Mr. President, 1'stated in the casual remarks which I

had occasion to make some days ago on this subject, that
iny opposition to this nieasuie was not founded in hos¬
tility to a road between the Atlantic and Pacific sides of
the continent. I avowed then, and avowed in a spirit of
sincerity and candor, my approval of some great line of
intercommunication of this kind. My-objection* to this
measure, however, were founded upon the fact that it1
was to be commenced without a preliminary survey and
reconnoisaance, and brcause, if it weie completed,
the company would possess powers that would make it1
inconvenient to the operatiotia of the government, if not

eventually dangerous. Now, sir, I have other objections,
which I will atate in the course of the brief remarks
which I propose to submit, f shall first go somewhat at

length into this objection.
We were told by the honorable senator from Massa¬

chusetts, [Mr. Davis,] in the remarks which he made
some days since, that it the opponents of this hill had
examined it with care, and a proper degree ol candor.
" candor" waa the word he usvd.they would have found
that the reconnoissances were already provided for hy
the bill; and the senator proceeded by inference to show
that such reconnoissances were provided lor. Yesterday,
in the course of the debate which took place, another ad¬
vocate of the bill, [Mr. Smith.] more ardent, more en¬

thusiastic, if we may judge lroni his manner ou the oc-

caaioo, admitted that there was no provision of that kind,
and he justi'fied his position.upon what ground, do you
think ¦' Why, that to make the recontioisaances and sur¬

vey would require more time than to make the roaJ it¬

self. That was the position which the senator from Con¬
necticut took. One gentleman tells you the bill provides
for reconnoissances and surveys, while another tells you
it would be foolish to make them, because it would lake
aa much or more lime to make the reconuois»aiices and
aurveya than to build the road. That was somewhat ex

traVagant; and allow one, who generally follows that
senator almost blindly in whatever course, political or

olberwiae.be chooses to pursue, to doubt in this case

whether bis usual sagacity, if not to say his usual candor,
wws not wanting. I am, then, having no one to foHow,
obliged to grope along and bnd my way by my own mis¬

erable rush-lights.
Mr. Premitent, is it no objection to such an enterprise

aa thia, that preliminary reconnoissances and surveys
have not been macti f We are told by senators who are

the advocates of tin* bill on all side*, that this is unneces¬

sary We are told that Captain Sitgreaves, Major Kmo-
ry, and Professor Bartleu have traversed theae wastes
between the western limits of what was formerly the
United Statrs and California, at various times, and that
tbey have pronounced opinions favorable to the practica¬
bility of auch a route as this. The honorable senator
from Tennessee told us that hunters and trapi>ers had

penetrated these wild wilderness waMee, and that they too
nad expressed opinions favorable to the practicability of
a great railroad between tlie waters of the Atlantic and
thoee of the Pacific. Are not these opinions, expressed
by men under circumstances such as these under which
tbosj* me* expressed them, rather unsafe to be acted upon
when a measure of such immense magnitude."magnifi¬
cence," as the senator from Conneeticui said ye-tenlay.
is in contemplation. Why. sir, in your State, [Mr. >1»n-
|jVM id the chair,] and in mine, although every foot of
the ground within their limns has been traversed, and
has been known for almost a century, who would under¬
take to make a road from the Atlantic waters upon your
coast to your western border without a preliminary and
preparatory survey' Suppose sou had need of a railroad
communication between the elstern and the western por
tions of your State, would u I* enough that you, in your
carriage, or upon horseback, had traveised for the last
forty years the country between the remote points.' No,
aui it would hardly be deemed sufficient hy wise and
prudaot men to induce them to embark in so g'eat an en¬
terprise.one, however, comparative!} insiguil.i a:it when
cofe|«r*<l with this
u my own Mate, from Philadelphia, on the Delaware,

to Pittaburg, on the Monongabela, every foot of ground
bu MM known for a century.for it is about ¦ century
since Waabingion Ural traversed it on hta expedition to
Fort Da*Mane.every foot of that grooml ia known and
baa been travereed thousands and lena of thouaands of
tirtiea, and every hill and every valley between thoae
two pointa were filled with an intelligent population at
tha lima that tba grtat syatetn of internal improvements
In that State wai commenced Hut we did not embark
in it Without a reconnolaaance and autvey, without hav-
inf avary foot of rt levelled, and the |*eeiic*biliiy of the
work demonstrated. We knew tbat it waa practicable ,

we knew tbat money, if plenty of it were expended,
woeM conquer the intervening obstacles between the

^ Delaware and the Monongahel* ; and although we em-

harked in it haalily and iniprovidently, aa alter lactadem¬
onstrated, yet wedid not think it safe to be^m until surveys
and reanrveya had not only demonstrated ita practicabil¬
ity, bat ite practicability at no unreaaonahle or extrava¬
gant coat, not until then did we embark in that eyatem
Now. if thia be en in Stale* almost every acre of

wbiak baa ita inhahitanla.if it is neceamry where every
fool of ground ia known, where the condition of the cli¬
mate and the obstacles which Nature baa interposed can

be foraaeep and provided for with almost absolute cer¬
tainty.d ander surh circumstances it haa been found
nacaaaagy that reconnoiseances and aurveya should be
made, how much more ia it neceaeary when you have to
traveeae a continent In which the foot of civilization has
not permanently fixed itaell. It ia true that many havr
erneaad the coniiuent with wagons, on horseback, and on
foot, and they are aatiafied that it is |>oaetble to get from the
Atlantic borders to the Pacific. But, air, when you em
b»ik in an enterprise which is to coat millions ot dollars,
when the provisions of the bill itself propose an ex-

'"i'iIji"' ln '®n'' money, of forty or fifty million*
k ought you not to know, in the first place, if
the route is practicable, without unreasonable and ex¬
travagant delay I ln the second place, ought you not to
ascertain whether it is urtirable to futniah the motive
power which will be neces-ary, and fuel in oriler to krej>
it in motion All these things require not only to be as¬
certains to be possible. |n j,,, [,rsri,ri,hle, and within
raaeonanle lim.is of practicability Sir, it is not enoughhat the trapper or hunter, v,u, i,,« traps or Ins nfle, l.»«

jjensrtrated from one oeaan to the other It is not enoughthai l*wi* and laffka, and thair ftncca«*nra in ad?an-
tilW. have followed the meandering* of the mountain
valleye from one coast to the ,.her All that is not
enough. They must show a< how, where, st what costth.e great work can be done, before I -hall be willing to
embark in il. ia it not neresaary, sir, that we should
know aometbiiu of the grades, how math elevation is tobe overcome, ana bow it can be overcome > U ,t tlot n,r.
aaiy to know with aome accutary tbe distance Tha'
however, may not be ao neresssry If any ol these thingsbe unnecessary, that in regard to diatance would be. be
eaaae distance is bat a simple thing

.

But to come to the next thing. We have beet! fold
by itdvelleis.and it remains uncontradicted to the present
hour, except the *|M*icb oi my honorable frieud from Illi¬
nois [Mr. Douolah] may ba considered a contradiction of
il.I ha! (here are wastes extending hundred* of miles
upon which there is not a Stick of timber, scarcely a blade
of uiasa, or a drop of water to be tound. F'oui what we

know of the ability 10 prupel locomotive engines at

tin* day, 1 would ask how are car* and ureal railroad
train* to be carried over such waste* an those.' Sir, 1
doubl exceedingly, if fuel be not found in greater abund¬
ance than it is believed to lie in those waste*, that a rail-
load will he found ty be practicable on that account. If
qoa) shall be discovered of a quality such as would be
proper for consumption in the propelling of the ma¬

chinery necessary for this pur(>o»e, that obstacle would
lie removed; hut at pra»enl we do not know whether
there is coal.at any rate we do not know whether it is

to be found in quantities sufficient for that pui|>o»e
Now, ia it not tht part of Wisdom that exploratory »ur

veys should be made for these cjirp"wes- that geologist*
should be sent to examine tlie country, and to ftscsrtuin

whether the formation of those wastes indicate* the pre*
ence of this kind of fuel? For, if Nature has not pro¬
vided for traversing those wa*tes in this way, by beds ol

fuel being found in them, in no other way uas she done
il, lor wood which ¦* used in many place* for that pur¬
pose is not to be lound Uieit:

I think thai I have now demonstrated, by simply
stating the difficulties, that there is some necessity at

least lor prelnniuary explorations of the country between
the western limits ol Missouri, or lexu*, and the I'acilic
coast
My honorable fiiend from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] s«i<1

thai these waste were no: much better in the quality ol

their land than the State ol Georgia, and that ihey would
not yield much more corn, or many more potatoes, to the

acre, perhaps, than the soil of Georgia. I hat was jocu¬
larly said, of course. Ttie senator did not intend to as

sert that these wild wastes, which produce no blade of
gra-s, through which no stream of water passes, are

equal to that fertile State, or are capable at all ol sup
porting human life. That was not his object. It was a

jocular expression of his, intended to meet statements
l>erhaps equally extravagant, if I inay be permitted to say
so. on the other side, lhat is one of the reasons why 1
object to this road being commenced in this way
We are told that it is practicable.that we know it to

be practicable. I do not deny that it is practicable to
make a road, and to make a road at grades lhat can be
traversed, between tlie two points. But ilia' is not
enough. We are to look to those other conditions to
which 1 have just now referred.that is, the practicability
of supplying fuel, not merely for ten >ears, or for a cen¬

tury, but for ull that indefinite lime in the future. during
which this gieai republic is to live, continual!* ttpindloi
until in the fold* of progress the whole world shall have
been embraced. Are wc assured ol the existe ice of
those conditions that should be precedently uaderstood .'
No, sir, we are not.
We ought to know something of the probable co^t of

tliia enterprise. We are told that the bill already tixe«
the limits of the amount lhat the government is to expend
that those limits are embraced in the $'20,000,000 which
are to be given to thecompauy for the construction of
the road, and in the twelve miles of laud on either bide
in alternate sections expending Irom ihe east to the wist
The bill, we are told, fixe* that amount, and it cannot go
beyond it. I know it does fix it, but there is no security
that you will even slop at the end ol that exj>enditure
Far less extensive enterprises than this have been under
taken; an enteruig wedge in the shape of an appropriation
to commence the work has beeu given, and yet Con¬
gress has been induced afterwards to spend millions be¬
fore the work was completed. We have had some expuri-
ence in our steam lines We commenced by giving those
line* of intercommunication betwen the Old Woild ami
the New, bonuses, sums of money to enable them to start
their great enterprises; and presently, when the appro¬
priation tailed, they come here appealing to our patriotism
and our pride of character as a nation, and they have in-

duced ua to double the appropriations and continue them
11uii year to year They forced themselves upon as as

beneficiaries, and they will leuiaiu our beneficiaries as

long as they possess the power of appealing to the aenti-
meat of pnde which inhabits the bosom of every Amer¬
ican, and while they cau bring oulside influences to bear
upon the two branches of the national legislature, such
as are within the command of these companies You,
sir, have seen it, and J have seen it. You have felt it,
an J 1 have lelt it. 1 do not mean that inllueuce has been
exerted upon us, but we have lelt it in the atmosphere,
and we knew it was useless to resist it. Stimulated by
what I iirlieve exist* a* strongly in your boaom.and il
1 were not a modest man, 1 would say, to some exleut in

my own.stimulated by patriotism, and a disposition to
aee our own marine eclipsing in apeed and all the es*en
tiala ol maritime excellence that ol lireat Britain, we
have voted thoaiands ujkhi thousand*, and hundred* of
thousands, to keep up that su|>ereiiiinence of our marine

Give this corporation 870,000,0>>0.give it fifleen million
acres of land in alternate sections Irom the Atlantic to
the Pacific, or Iroui the starting-point to the Pacific, and
with what kind of an infl i«nce will yon have clothed il
at once f I shall be told dircctly lhat it is not a corpora¬
tion. 1 do not care whether it is in terms clothed with
corporate powers or not. f'o all intents and pur|M>*es
it is a corporation, and one with the most fearful |>owers
that has evei existed in the world, or which ever was

about to exist. It does not exist jet, and I hope it will
not. 1 say, sir, clothe this company with the power and
influence which it will derive Irom commencing this
work, and the expenditure ot a portiou ol these lunds,
and see where vou will be as to ability to resist further
applications Helpless.absolutely helpless ; lied hand
and fool, and driven perforce to all such expenditures as

may be necessary to the completion of the road. This
temptation, as my friend from Connecticut called it.and
it was an admirable word.'his temptation in ihe shape
ol fjo,000,000 in money, and 820,000,000 in land, wiih
the profits in the distance, will glitter in their ejes, and
great companies will be congregated for the purpose of
carrying out his vast projret All portions of the coun¬
try will 11val each other in etideavorug to reap the ad¬
vantages ol this munificent and maainncent temptation
winch is held out And, sir, when Mmne and Florida.
when Pennsylvania and the other seaboard States unite
wilh Ihe lar VVesl, Ihrough those who will embark in
ibis enterprise, in pressing Congress to make new appro-
priaiions.do you think Congress will have the power to
atop it I Mo, Mr

I my, then, (hat there ia no certain limit to the expend-
iture in tbi* bill There ii no knowing, according to the
hill, whit expenditure Congreea may not be called upon

{to make Then, wben it i* probable that in the end all
will be ahouldered upon ua, ought wa not to know in ad¬
vance, Ifmi a preliminary Mrrif, what i* the probable
anion ii i which we ahall be finally compelled to pay t It
?eame to me that alatramanahip, the coinmoneat wi*dom
that actuatea individual* even in relation to Uiair domaa
He economy, «hoald indue* ua to look at leaat for inlor-
inatioii to eaiialy ua upon thi* point. I do not know
what olheta may think, but I know that la my imprea-
aion.

I bare etated that there ha* been no corporation in any|couiilrf which would poeaea* «nrh powera aa thoai-
which aie granted l>y thi* bill. GanUwneo have told u*
riot to deal in round aaaertiona, arid 1 will try to deal aa
little aa po««ible in them I »aid in the cour»<* of the re-
iriarka which 1 formerly aubmitted.and they were ex-
ceedingly brief.thai Fox'a Kaat ln>na Company did not
poaee** power* and influence ao enonnoua aa would be
conferred by the appropriation of thia v»»t amount of mo¬
ody and of landa upon thia company I wa* aomewbat
railed to taak about my historical knowledge on that
point. The aenator from Ma**«chn«ett* [Mr. Davi*]
told me there wa* no aimilitude betweea the one and the
other.between that corporation and thia. I did not aaythey were alike I *Uould hava r.. an a lool to have aaid
ao. Hieir objecta were entirely different; they wire not ai
allihexame, nordid I *ay that ihey were the a*me. I only.poke of the character of the ixiwera , and *nd that the
l«owera here given were greater, and that the influence
which the company would be able to exert would be
greater than that com|*ny, undec the proriwona of Fox'*
hill, would have been able to exert.
The gentleman hnnaelf.from the prompting*. I be

lieve, ol h gentleman who aat by him a' the ti ne
.aid that Fox'a bill gave to the Kaat India Companythe power to make war and conclude peace .Sir.
the aenaror waa eniirely mi*taken, Fox'a bill did
no aiM-.h thing I»ng betore Fox'a bill wa* though)
of, war had been r*a.te by the cniniMtiy, *nd it I,*,]
conuuered province* extending from (.ape Comoriu to
the Himalaya mountain* an extent of territory larger
than all the Rriti*h poMeadtoM elaewhere in tlie world
up to that moment. Originally the Ka*t India ('ompanv
waa a mere company ol tiudera ; but powera were con
ferred upon them from time to tune, and they made war,
conquered province*, and when they were called to ac
count for it by Parliament.and that waa why I pro¬
duced thia meaaure lor the purpoae ol compariaon.they
had (tower and inflnence en nigh in the country to acoui
at the objection* which had been made to the policy
which they had pueaiied. WarrM Ha*tmga waa im
peached, aa yon, air, very well know, for hia conduct;
¦nd although be had violated all tha la wa of hia country

ami of humanity, yet the company had influence enoug h

to scVen hrin from |>ui>mhinent. I believe he desei ve.il well

of Kriglaud in many r»»»irct», and I never found faalt with

the British House of Lord* foi th<rif detiiion in that case.

I was only referring 10 the great powers that such great
companies possess It wan with this view that i referred
to Fox's Kant India bill. 'The East India Company had
extravagant t owers conferred h(>oii them by the act of

1713. The v bare Bone on under those powera making
war, until finally, if not the company, those who arc un¬

der the control of the company, uid who have managed
in India all the concerni of the British government, have

become clothed with (»ower to in*ke war ut thelf pleas-
ure, always dictated by the company, and also to estab-
I'ah the terms oi |>eace. That is what I alluded to

These were my principal objections: first, that a pre
paratorv st*r»oy oaflht to be made; in the second place,
that the powers conferred upon this company were of a

character to induce apprehension tn lbs eves of thus.'
who have looked to history to see how such power ha"

hitherto been exercised and abused. We have been
asked to point out how a power of this kind could be
aliased. Sir. it would be very difficult to point lo the
specific measures that a corporation might pursue; but
it is not difficult to see that, hawing such a |K>wer as this,
they would exercise it, as all companies founded upon
pecuniary considerations do. Is it not natural that pos
sessihg power to coerce the government info such meas-

urea i<« would be necessary for the increase of its grand¬
eur, its Wealth, and Its dignity, they should exercise it I

All other companies !bat have existed in the world have
done so.

Sir, our friends 011 the othar side of the chamber used
to be terrified by a monster which had its den in my
own good Slate.the Bank of the United States.and
they supposed that with its capital of $30,000,01)0
it had it in its power to break down and trample
uiader foot the liberties of the country. Have men

grown geiler than they formerly were ? Are there any
indications in the moral world that men would now

be less likely to abuse great powerfonferred upon them
than they were ten, fifteen, or twenty years ago? No,
sir; 1 see 110 signs abroad, in the political or moral
heavens, that indicate a change for the better in that
respect. Sir, are the powers that are conferred here of
a character which would be likely to permit of an un¬

wholesome exercise, such as in the ease of a bank ? In
my judgment they permit ot greater abuse. 1 have seen,
in a neighboring State, the influence of these railroad
corporations. I here arc two or three railroads, not, per¬
haps, more than four hundred or live hundred miles in ex¬

tent, and yet they control, politically, socially, and morally,
the whole population of thai State. They make and they
unmake at pleasure. And let a railroad of this kind be
built acres* the continent; let the company have at its
command the transnoitation of the commodities of the
whole eastern world, as you are told it will.supposing
that fuel and ever)thing else can be found in sufficient
abundance lo inakc the communication bet ween the East
and the West in this way practicable aud easy, so as to com¬
mand the trade of the eastern world.and what kind of
powers will it possess Unexampled in the history of
the world. I repeat, I cannot particularize in what way
it might ailed the public interests; how it might event¬
ually be used to the danger of the public liberties. There
are things m the future which wisdom cannot lore^ee. It
is not necessary that 1 should particularize, that I should,
in short, do that which is impossible to be done; hut it
is enough to repeat, that possessing such powers as it
will possess, and such vast pecuniary resources, it will
u-e them as other corporations have used iheiis, and it
will abuse them as other corporations have abused them.
There is nothing more certain than this.

But let us look at the question in another aspect; and
in this view theie is a strong objection in my mind. Let
the eastern terminus of this load be Texas ; let it com¬
mence in Texas, and be made across Texas Let the
other end commence, as the bill requires it shall com¬
mence at the two ends, in California. Let it run eastward
across California. You have then a road made through
ttiese two States at the expense of the general govern-
merit Sir, is that lo be doubted? And of what advan-
tage would a lorleiture be ? You are lold that il the road
tie not completed there will be a forfeiture; yet there is
nothing in the bill providing lor the way or the manner in

winch this forfeiture is to be brought about. But, sir,
forfeiture or no forfeiture, the road would he there, and
the States through which it passed would have the ad¬
vantage of ibis great outlay ol money. Now, 1 call the
attention of my southern friends, those gentlemen who
.re ?trict in their construction of the constitution, to this.
1 do not think, I must say in all candor, that it forms a

constitutional objection; but it certainly does give 10
those Mates advantages winch the other Slates cannot
enjoy By the provisions of the bill, as you are aware,
you are to commence the road at each end ; and when
fifty miles are completed, so much money and so much
land are lo be delivered over to those who have built
it. VVe may very well suppose that they will proceed at

any rale until the money and the land, or the principal
part of the money ami the land, is exhausted ; and by that
time lliey will have finished the road through Texas, and
finished it through California Thus those two States
will have this magnificent boon accorded to them at the
expense of the other S ates, and without the slightest
benefit to any of them Now, sir, that, if not unconsti¬
tutional, is unequal and unjost, and 1 trust that senators
all around me will see it in that point of view. This,
sir, is the third objection to the bill in my mind. Sir, I
shall not detain the Senate much longer; and I will only
advert now 10 some of the arguments used by the various
senators who are advocates of (he hill.

I be senator fro"ri Tennessee [Mr Bci.i.] tells us that
there can be no difficulty about this road at all.that
there aresome twenty-live passes, through each of which
a road might be constructed. If there be so inaay, wc

ought certainly to select the best. We ought lo send out
companies for the purposes ol exploration, and to ascer¬
tain which of those twenty.five passes is the best. That
I think woaldbe the pari of wisdom and judicioas states¬
manship; certainly we ought not to go blindfold into a

work of such iintr>en«e magnitude n« this My honor¬
able friend from Connecticut [Mr Smi 111] told uiyes-
terday that he did not apprehend there was any difficulty
from the snows.that he had learned thai on the route
t>etwe«n this and California the soows were not much
deeper, aud the winter not much longer, than in corre«-
ponding latitudes in the Slates That is true, to a very
considerable extent; but in the gorges of thoae inoun
tains through which the road must pass, in all the notth-
ern latitudes. thers will be found in those snows an m
nurinountable barrier during six or seven month* ol the
year i bare it from authority not to he questioned it
all, that very often, during the winter and spring month*,
the (now* are found in those gorges arid valleys between
the mountain* to a depth of fifty or *ixly and lie
to a very (treat depth until the latter end of May or Jane
riiat i* riot tiue of the southern latitude*, ami in all
probability this road will take a southern route. I will
state here that 1 do not care » fig which way the road
eoes, or rather from what point it starts, north or south.
It i* entirely immaterial to mr only desire that the
bast route shall be selected, and that over that route, if
found practicable, and to contain all the condition* ne-

ceaaary to the safety of such an enterprise, in advance, a
road shall be constructed
Now, Mr. President. I think the argumenta made use

of against my colleague's amendment are not just, and
that they condemn themselves Yesterday we were told
by the senator from Connecticut that a hundred thousand
dollars waa nothing like sufficient for the purpose.that
even a million of dollars would not be sufficient for this
reronnoissatca, and that it would take a« long to make
the recormomouice a« to make the road It seems to me
:tiat that no gaod argu iient uaiu*t my colleague's
amendment if f iiKMmO be not sufficient, amend k and
make it sufficient by increasing the sum

We have been asked, over and over again, if w<' were
afraid to intrust the mc uniuK Praauiaai with the selec¬
tion ol the routed So, sir* I am not. I was not a sup-
|>orter of that gentleman for the distinguished seat which
he i« soon to fill, hut, sir, never doubled li s mlfgrity ,

,iii<l thank (irod. I never, without doubting, astailad his
integrity i helieve his integrity would he sutii irnt for
ibis, arid, I trust, lor all the exigencies of the public see.
vie- which he wili be called upon to perform- flat, »ir,
be has o;her dutie* than those of a surveyor, He li** his
executive (mictions, winch will require all his lime and
all his atieatioo And, *tr, how is ha to judge / Is he
to traverse th"«e inhospitable ivsstes wtiieti exist between
ibe Statirs <jf the Miaaiaaiapi valley and toe Pa< iflcotcto f
It tnusi tie done ilirough Hie medium of engineers seirt o«t
hit tha purpose He cannot gues" at it. He would not do it
if he could No, air. I have confidence in Inm. if it wera
a duty peniuent lo bi» position, ami if lie had informa¬
tion to enable him lo act |inlic.ioi|sly on the subject ; but
he Ita* not The mare books of travels, rli wnteh we

have published K> irntnj in this body, form very poor irt
lerin lot the commencement of such a work as this, lo
acquire the information necsisary to tha commencement
of saoh a svork as tha*. he mast have so»»lbing ssora
certain than thnae book*, by which be #ill ba enabled to
judge a* to which tftute to selecf VVe are told thai h«
must indicsta ilia pouits in tha mountains. All require
tfie *mi\» ktml of srnmioatinil and exploration piaeed*»tt»
ly by engineers, whether yon begin at El Paao, or further
north Tt wanld not b« very convanieat to change, if it

should be found out afterwaids to be wrong You ought,
ae is the case iu Cverf windy-managed enleiprise of the
kind, to have a complete survey from one point to the
other before commencing the work Then, sir, if any
modem*! advantages occur which experience fafnishes
dftriug the progress of the work, tliey can be made u»e of
but, sir. it cannot be that a woik of this magnitude is to
be commenced in this way in the dark.

1 agree in many of the suggestions which have been
made as to the value of this great enterprise of the Pa¬
cific railroad. 1 think it will be one of the most mag¬
nificent that human genius and human skill have carried
oat and perfected. Hut this is nothing to the purposeIt can only be thus magnificent, it can only aud to the
character ami the grandeur of this country, by being what
it ought to be.as perwcl as possible. I therefore, in
view of the character of the country, desire that this en¬
terprise shall be conducted upon such principle* tta will
insure as much perfection as possible If it be com¬
pleted, u will be, ita has been ntated by iny honorable
ffieod from Connecticut, a giaud and magnificent pro¬
ject.not u project, for it will have ceased to be a pro¬
ject.but u grand and magnificent work, placing us in
that respect above all nations which have preceded, or
which exist with us at present. 1 admit it; but I desire
that we shall not disgrace American genius by harrying
forward into u great enterprise of this kind, and making
it a miserable patchwork thing, when it ought to be one

grand and magnificent whole, honorable to the skill and
genius of the country, as it will Lu beneficent to the
world.

Sir, for this reitson, as well as for others, 1 am lor
hnring light be/ore we act. I am sorry that I have de
tamed the Senate so long as I have done; but I believed
it was due to the vindication of the views which 1 had
casually thrown out that I should stale my opinious at
length ; and having done so, 1 yield the (Coax.

Air. DOLXiK, ol fowa Mr President, I was one of
the select coiilinitt»e to whom this bill was relerred.the
least efficient and most humble member of ihat commit¬
tee. Without claiming to myself credit for anything
ihat is contained in it, 1 deem it hut an nri of justice to
say of my distinguished associates upon that can mil tee,
.ihat never did men labor more laithfully, or in a more
disinterested spirit, to accomplish, as tar as they could ac¬

complish, die great work commuted lo their charge
Day alter day, for weeks, we devoted the whole of our

mornings to the preparation, disou sion, and consumma¬
tion of this measure. Our chairmau, the senator Irom
Texas. [Mr. Kusk ] has labored most indefatigably upon
this bill, besides having given much time and thought to
the consideration ol the general subject of uniting our die-
taut Pacific possessions lo those ol the interior and Atlan¬
tic, by bauds of iron, from the day that the subject was

first introduced. All know, loo, Irom the extraordinary
aurcess which attended hi-< most sagacious management
|of the Texas boundary bill, familiarly known as the
Ilea million bi't, that lew men belter understand the du
ties of a practical legislator, or are more faithful and un-

tiling in their discharge.
The venerable senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Da-

via].whose enlarged experience and observation touch-
tag our railroad system, coming, as he does, from a State
literally streaked with roads ol this description, and being
more lamiliar, perhaps, with the legislation necessary lo

protect the rights and interests ol ihe government, the
travelling ana commercial community, as well as those ol
the companies having charge of the work has devoted
nis time and lalents most patiently and assiduously to

framing this bill, and may appropi ialely be termed the
" Mentor of the coininitlee," every member of which will
bear evidence lo the many sage and valuable suggrs-
lions which we received from him.
The distinguished senator fr»m Tennessee [Mr. Bki,lJ

has thrown nis whole soul into this noble enterprise, and
both in tiie Senate and the committee has brought ins re-

searcn and talents zealously to the work of its accom¬

plishment.
Ot ihe zeal and ability of the senator from California,

[Mr. Ctwin,] aud ot the time, attention, and devotion
which lie has shown to this work, it is unnecessary 1
should speak, as they are familiar to the Senate and the
whole country
My purpose in making this allusion to the committee

to whom all the various projects tor a Pacific railroad
were referred is to say, thai, excluding myself, I humbly
conceive that the Senate, and es|>ecially those who are

friendly to the enterprise,should receive the labors of the
select committee with something akin to a "generous
confidence." The North, the South, the Kast, and the
West were fairly represented, and I am proud to say that
I never saw the least exhibition of sectional or selfish
feeling inanilesteu bv any member ol the committee in

the preparation of the bill. 1 allude with pleasure to this
fact, because it is well known that there are four or five
rival routes, all of which have their Inends and cham¬
pions; and because the bill of the special committee
has been attacked.boldly and bitterly attacked.for
that feature in which consists its chief excelleace,
in my humble judgment 1 mean the provision which
confides to ihe incoming Presideut of the United
Slates, after the most thorough geographical and to¬
pographical reconnoissance, the designation of the
termini and general route of the road. I have sanl
Ihat this is one of the best provisions of the bill, and I
reiterate it, because, wiih the lights which that high offi
cer will have before him when he comes to determine this
momentous mailer, he will be much more likely lo make
the pioper designation than would Congress Besides,
sir, as a last Iriend to this measure, one who is neither
to be coaxed nor driven from its support, ii is my solemn
conviction that upon the retention of ibis provision de¬
pends the life or death of the bill, »'ou cannot fix the
termini or route of this road in any bill, and then gel
votes enough lo pass it. No, sir; not with all the sur¬

veys and estimates of cost, general and particular, that
ever have been uiade or thai ever can be made.and the
reason* are the**:

Titere are, t believe, at least fit* contending line* or
route*, over which n i* proposed to ran a railway /torn
the valley of the Mississippi to the 1'acinc ocean

The** are, beginning al the North :
Kirst. Kroin Green Hay. in Wisconsin, to Puget's Sound,

in Oregon, with* branch to California
Second From some point in Iowa, on the Mississippi

river, via Council Hlutfs, Fort Laramie, the South Pass,
in latitude 4Jdeg. 30 mm. north. Salt Lake city, mid then
tiy the emigrant trail thro 11gh a pass in the Sierra Neva la,
in latitude about 4J deg. north, to San Francisco
Third Froin St. Loaislo Albuquerque, latitude 3S deg

north, on the Kio Grande thence to Walker's Pass,
near the name parallel, in the Sierra Nevada; thence
through the valley of the San Joaquin, to Sail Fran¬
cisco

Fourth, hither from St. Louis, Memphis, Viclcsburg,
southwest corner of Arkansas, or Matagorda, in Texas,
10 HI Pasoion the Kio (irande ; and thence by the Gils,
at its junction with the Kio Colorado ; and thence via

the Tohone pass, about latitude 33 deg north, through
(he valley of (he Nan Joaquin, to SanTranciaro.
Thia last line, by way of Kl Paso ami the (tila, is be

lieved by many to be ihe moat practicable route ; but it
pusses a large part of the way through the Mexican
..States of Chihuahua and Sonora Many able men, and
I believe Mr. Whitney among the number, think the first-
named route, notwithslandinic ita hyperborean locality,
tne most leaaible and advantageous
Now, air, these linen of route all have their supportersand advocates , and it i* not my province to assail or to

disparage any one of them But t have to say thai which
do know. Fix any one of them arbitrarily ami byname

in auy bill, either before or after any uumber of surveys
and estimates, and ilie friend* of all the others fly from the
.uipportol the bill. They will give forexcuse thai the routs
designated is too lar north,Of too lar south, to answer the
((real purposes of transit and commerce Ii will be alleged
that the corps of topographical engineers, high as that
corps deservedly stands mi public estimation, by whom
the surveys will have been made, were governe by sec.
Iional or other improper considerations and motives, and
to this there will be added many other excuse* for oppo¬
sition Hut few, it any, of the opponent* will avow the
true objection, which would be, thai the road is not so lo¬
cated as to subserve the immediate local interest* of the
objecting member's State and constituency. Mark you
I ne contention to which I now allude would be among
tua luenda ol the bill.ilioae friends whoe*' votes ana
harmonious action are demanded fur the success of the
measure Now, all who want a roa 1 can and do pull to¬
gether, feeing at heart for the measure, and willing to run
the ritk of iheti favorite line ol route being selected by
the President as, in his opinion, the best one. Hence, I
regard the amendment of the senator Irom Penn»\lvama
[Mi. BkonHKADj a» directed at the exisienc# of Ihe bill.
1 trust tnai it will be so viewed by all the sincere friends
of «his great highway; and that ii may receive at their
hanla that condemnation it so richly merits I am per¬
fectly satisfied that there are several practicable routes;
and with this conviction, I am for progressing with Ihe
road i believe it to be the greatest question which now
concerns our nation, a<.d I wiah to commit the govern¬
ment to its construction -aye, and beyond ihe possibility
of hacking o«t.let the cost be double, triple, or quad¬
ruple ih" amount which the bill proposes to appropriate

For the reasons given, and for irtber*, I repeat I am
glad that there is bo critical survey and estimate of the
coat of Ibis road, nor any location of it, now before ua I

want ¦ vol# upon ilie gicat paramount immmUmi of (feeroad itself, unembarrassed bv collateral ^uciUuoa. such
as those of route, survey, or coal, which, although im¬
portant, uio of minor coasequence If we aie deter¬mined to have the road, these matters of detail are quite
as well to follow, and in this instance, for the reasons
stated, f think had heller follow than piacede the bill abill that deteuniiies the fate ol the first and greatest meas¬
ure of the day.the thoroughfare.which ia the ques-
tton, an f religiously hrlieve, iiivoIvuik 'be brightest
hopes of our nation and people, if not the perpetuity ol
the Union itself For who that will contemplate the pres
ent long and circuitous route, throagh foreign govern-
inenta ami countries.the Rocky and Sierra Nevada
mountain barriers.the scarcely leaa formidable desert
prairies, some of which are even denominated " jturnu
dii del inutrlu," the journey of death.can doubt ttiat such
a ligament is necessary to bind in contentment and peace
the mighty State* which are to grow up upon our Pacific
borders, and having tlioae local and sectional attachments
and prejudice* which ever surround the spot called
" home." Sir, without thia rapid overland railroad con¬
nexion, we must hi the lapse of time see the god Terini
nus driven bark from his present ocean boundary, and
seated upon those stony mountains beyond which it was
once thought lie ought not to have been removed, though
I was never of the number of those who so thought.

1 am us much averse as any senator in this body to in¬
creasing the power or patrouaga ot the federal executive ;
but the objections made to this bill upon the grounds
that it do-s either, are not, in lay poor judgment, well
founded. He is to use officers of the regular corps ol
engineers, just as they are now, every day anil year, em¬
ployed ;and when he gets, through them, the information
necessary to enable him to do so, he decides where the
contemplated road shall run, and where terminate, li
does not give hun the appointment of a single new offi-
cer. Congress often passes laws for the admission of
new States., and provides that when certain tilings are
done by territorial officers.as this does for certain things
to be done by engineers.and certified to the President,
that thereupon he shall issue his proclamation, and the
Slate be admitted without further proceeding on the pari
of Congress In high party times, I remember, when
such h power was conferred upou the President, with
the view of facilitating the admission ol a Stale, tin
then opposition gravely asserted that it was giving to the
Kxecunve the power of admitting a new Siate; that it
was a bold unrtase of executive power ami patronage,
Sic. Time has shown how unfounded these apprehen-
10ns were ; and if this bill should pass, 1 feel that I
hazard but little in saying that the same great artntei
will hi like manner lalsily the lugubrious predictions ol
its opponents
Mr. President, after the able expositions given by t'r

senator# Iruin Maa^acLiu»eiis, [Mr. Davis,] Tennessee,
[Mr. Bxll,] and i'exa-, [Mr husk.] ol all ttie provisions
of the bill, and the masterly delence, both ot its constitu¬
tionality aiid expediency, by the senator from Illinois,
[Mr. Douglas,] there remains little for one so humble a>

myself to add in the way of its support. But having
tieen a member of the select committee whose chairman
reported this bill, and feeling as i do the deepest interest
in the construction of this great national highway, the
Senate will, I am sure, pardon me for further trespassing
upou its time. No other government than one which,
like ours, waits for the people to do or prompt every¬
thing, would hesitate or delay for a single day a work so

absolutely necessary to "bind in everlasting peace State
alter Mate, a mighty throng,' as this is to bind together
our confederacy.
Look at what the ever-vigilant government of Great

Britain is doing even upon this contineot, and in clo»r
proximity to us, in that great commercial race which the
two countries are running for the trade of Eastern Asia.
1 see it staled iu the London Daily News, of January
13th, of the present year, that the project of connecting
the Atlantic and Pacific, by a ship-canal across the isth¬
mus of Dariew. is seriously entertained, and that consid¬
erable progress has already been made iu the iei|uisite
airai gemeuts. A full preliminary concession has been
obtained from the republic of Nsw Granada. A. prelim¬
inary survey of the proposed route has been made by
civil engineers, whose report is highly favora'ile The
documents and plans, with an interesting pamphlet on
the subject, have been, it is said In the News, privately
circulated amongst the most influential metchants ol
lireat Britain.
The proposed route in between Port Ecossesand San

Miguel, and is only thirty-nine miles long Three
modes of intercommunication are presented, the most
expensive and most efficient one is by a canal of thirty
le»t ileptb at low water, one hundred and forty teet
broad at bottom, and one hundred and sixty feet at low
water surface; no lockage would be required; the ma¬
terial to be cut through being described as chiefly rock.
a stratified shale, with thiu beds, which are said to fonn
an excellent side lining to the canal, and render the cost
of its maintenance merely nominal The estimated cost
is iili.OoO.OOO, (nearly $00,000,000 ) By this canal, the
transit of the largest vessels from sea to sea could be ef¬
fected in five hours.
Such a canal in the hands of Great Britain, unless we

make some movement to checkmate it, would give her
the control of the commerce of the world, at least of that
portion of it which lias for centurics been the ob|ect of
merchants and monarcbs,conferring prosperity and power
u|«on its recipients.
For more than fifty years the United States have been

engaged in a commercial contest with Knglaml, and rap-
idly gaming on that avaricious and ambitious power.
The second war of independence was fought for " free
trade and sailor's rights." The ap|>eal to arms taught
our ancient foe and present rival that we were neither to
be jockeyed nor trampled on. Since the war of lb!2 we
have been gaining on her with constantly-increasing
sjieed, and at last the race has become so close that
hngland is hardly a neck ahea4 of us. Construct this
road, mount bttlitr Jmailuin on the iron horse, and he
will thus he enabled to turn the corner, and not only to
beat John Bull, but to distance him. Instead, then,of oneet-
ing us in India, Chins, and even on out own Pacific coast,
a* he now does, with the advantage of some ten days'
sail, or more, the scales will be turned, and we shall
have the advantage over the Knglish of twenty-five or

thirty days, which, in commercial and business trans¬
actions, is conclusive and overwhelming

I call the esi»ecial attention of the Senate to a letter
which I have received from Lieutenant Maury:

Natiwxai, OnKRvaToar,
Washington, February 16, 1*163

Ofae MX: 1 have this morning before mo your note of
yesterday, asking lor an approximate estimate in answer
to the question, " With tbs railroad finished <o Han Krsn-
e.isco, how many dsvs will we best the English In reach
ing the marls of trade in Eastern Asia I" VVn shall be abls
to bust th<- English by sbout two-thirds the tune that it
takes 10 come from Hngland here, with the addition ol the
(sin by running nearly three ihoussnd miles oil a railroad
instesil of performing the same distance in a steamer at ses

The distance from England, via the straits of Oibrsltar,
isthmus ol Suez, snd Itnd sea, to Shanghai, in China, the
oentre ol the lea distrtnt, is very nesrlj equal to the dis¬
tance from England, via Halifax, California railroad, and
steamer thence ttf .Shanghai The distance by the tinner
route is loins six or eight hundred miles less than by the
latter. On the loriner rouls there is no isilroad uanspor-
tstiun to speak of, the only land travel being across the
isthmus of Suez (>1 course you will observe that I put the
route by European railways to the Mediterranean out ol
the question ; as a commercial route, that would require
too much loading and unloading Supr>osing, then, thai
cacti route be in operation, with stesraers connecting,

equal in speed to the (xrilins steamers, the dill renoe in our

lavor by California railroad would be Irom filteen to iwen

tydays; perhaps more, because our steamers would only
hsve to stop onoe to c >al, and would have no way ports to

touch St; whereas, from the bead of the Ketl s s, by the
shortest steaming route possible, l« noi less then eight thou¬
sand miles If your qnettnm applies to the Knglish routes

a< they are, and to ih« California rotitn as it probably wnl

be, with a railroad henoe to California, and a line ol steain-

urs thenoe to Shanghai, the Uitferoncs rAea in our iavor

would not lall short ol twenty -Jive or thirty days
Jlmpec'lully, "¦ *

Hon A C D .iksk, Senate Chamber.

I come now to apeak briefly of some of the vast and
inappreciable benefits which 1 think will inure to man¬

kind here and he world over from the construction of
this road, and the consequent dense settlement of our dis¬
tant Pacific possessions. In doing this, 1 will not dwell
upon the mineral wealth of California and Oregon, nor

ii|H>n the boundless fertility of their soil, nor the salu¬
brity of their climates (treat and important as these are

mlmiited to he. f Uiink there are other benefits connected
with and dependent upon the construction of this road
which transcend, eclipse, and cast them into the shade
They are the command of Ihe commerce of Kaalern Asia,
and ths effect of the settlement of the American race on

the wesiern coast of our ocaan-bound republic oppoaita
the coast of Asia, a country containing two-thirds of tha
population of the world.
The trade of the Kaat ha* ever he*n regarded as the

richest jewel in the diadem of commerce ; and every na¬
tion that ha* participated in it has thereby acquired pros¬
perity and power. It ia a historical fact known to all,
that this eommerfle, through what channels soever it may
hsve flowed, has built np ertiea ami klngslrwne amidst
the desolation of rock* snd sands It was for centuries

the object of merchant and monarch to ind a shorter
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route than dial pursued by the navies of larshisb, or the
fleets of Phoenicia, Ptriil, and Egypt
anion* tht* ancient routes of this commerce. Constanti¬
nople and Alexandria were among its more modern chan¬
nels ulid Bruges and Antwerp in the uoith, and Geuoa
uiut Venice in tne south, the means of spreading it through
Europe. The discovery of the continent of America in
said scarcely to have consoled Coluuibus lor the passage
which it oDetructtd to Asia; and from that day to tne
present, i-kill and power have exerted themselves to gel
round, tbiough, or over this formidable obstacle. Toe
wonderful pi ogress of ilie arte, and especially the omnip¬
otence of strain, now place it in the power of the men of
this day and geneialiou to accomplish the work.

Ibis ro.id will to a ureal extent supersede the presentloo* and dangerous commercial voyages round the Capeeof Horn and Good Hope. It la needed, and will be used,
in conducting the commercial and business intercourse
between.

1st. The western States of the valley of the Mieeie-
sippi, with California, Oregon, and Eastern Asia.

31. rhi! Atlantic coast of North America, and a largeportion of the t'acitie coast of South America.
3d. The north of Europe, and the Pacific coast of

North and South America.
1 will not tire Hie Senate with a detailed statement of

the statistics of the value of the trade of the States and
countries referred to, but may give such statement in a
report of my remarks hereafter. The simple announce¬
ment of the names of the several countries interested
in the road will demonstrate the necessity of its construc¬
tion.
Mr President,the most important event iu the modern

history of the world's progress was, I think, the exodus
of that vanguard ot Americans, principally from my
own and adjoining western States, in 1843, who
planted themselves on the Pacific coast. Insignificant
as this little baud of pioneers appeared to be, con¬

sequences of vast magnitude have been produced by
their westward movement, and greater are destined to
(low Ironi it. l'liuir possession and occupancy of the
valley ot the Columbia, it was that forced the settle¬
ment of the long-standing controversy withtireat Britain
and a recognition that we had any rights upon the Pa-
citic. A foothold obtained in Oregou, and the possession
of California became only a question of time, Mexicau
violation, tor twenty-live veurs, ol the rights of our citi¬
zens, and tier sheddnu ol American blood upon American
soil, precipitated tint auriferous acquisition lo our tento¬
rial limits many years perhaps in advance of the time at
which it would liaire become ours by the same process
ihat Texas did.by a progressive course perfectly honor-
lbleand proper, and lounded upon the moral and intel¬
lectual superiority of our rai:e. Already a bill has passed
:he House ot ltepreseiilaiives dividing Oregon and cre¬
ating u new 1'erntory out ol Uie northern portion of n, lo
be, and most appropriately, 1 think, called Washington
I hope aud dtiuiii not il will receive the sanction of this
nod). In a few years an immense population will grow
up on the Pacific slope of our continent, between which
and China, and other parts of Asia, lines of ocean steam¬
ers will be established, aud our citizens, possessing «I1
the lights ol the present age. cannot fail lo make a deep
and most beneficial impression upon that country and
people, the advantages of winch will be reciprocal.

1 beg not lo be understood as saying that this bill is
perfect. I know that it is not and there are some
amendments which, if proposed, will meet my hearty
sanction. I will cheerfully vote to strike out the incor¬
poration clause, aud lor an express prohibition against
the exercise, hy the company who are lo couslruat it, of
anything iu the shape of banking powers ; none such are
given, but I would like to see the possibility of their ex¬
ercise guarded against. The means and the powers ne¬

cessary to carryforward the enterprise are all with which
I w iab to see ihe company clotbed; indeed, if it were not
lor the success, economy, and s|>eed with which private
companies have carried forward these railroad enter¬
prises in our old Slates, I should decidedly prefer that
the whole road should be made by the general govern¬
ment, and be exclusively under its management and con¬
trol. But ttie slow progress and ill-success of the Cum¬
berland road would *rem to admonish us against the
latter plsn. 1 admit that the construction of this road,
like every internal improvement measure, whether of a
general or local character, is fraught with difficulties
and liable to abuses, such as we know from the pail his¬
tory ol these works, constantly imperil their fate. But
this ia only an argument for increased vigilance on the
part of tke legislator, and honesty and fidelity ou the part
of the public officers having charge of these works, in
diMtnnt and remote parts ol the country.
The arguments against this bill apply with much greater

iorce a;ain«t river and harbor appropriations. With
these, besides their liability to abuse, is the very great
difficulty of determining whether they are national or
local, For one, I have always maintained that, when of
the former character, they are objects worthy of appro-
pi lations from the national treasury. Now, I ask if it is
si all probable, in the course of human events, there will
ever come before Congress a measure which is more cer¬

tainly and surely of national importance than that now
before us.' 1 think not. None to comitate with it in na-

iionality, or in any other point of view Its whole line
will be witbinpwown territory.the United Statesowning
nearly every foot of the soil over which it will run. All
the money expended in the construction of the road will
tie lor the benefit of our own citizens; and all those great
incidental benefits everywhere imparted to the value of
the noil by thoroughfares of this sort, the building up of
cities aud towns, encouragements lo emigration Irom both
extremes of the world, will inure lo the benefit of our
own country and our own citizens. 1 do not believe that
this government baa the right to ^rant a charter for such
a purpose within the limits of a Slate, and hence the bill
lias provided that it shall have no clfect within the bor¬
ders of any State, unless such State shall by formal act
assent thereto.

But the right of the United Stales to aid chartered com-

pained of St&te* for *uch purposes haa at least the aanc-

non of precedent in their subscription to the Loai*ville
and I'ortlaud, the Delaware and Chesapeake, the Poto¬
mac and Ohio, and t)i«inal Swamp canal* ; and in the
exercise ol I hi* right, our subscription in the preaent in¬
stance i* made on prescribed condition*, such aa the di-
mensions and *trenf;h of the road, and Ibe privilege to
tran*port the mail* and munition* of war free of charge.
am aware that Pennsylvania, like other State* of lbi*

Union, wan at an early day precipitated into a ruinou* and
expensive ayitein of internal improvement*. I appreciate
the vigilance which wonld induce my friend* from Mat
State [Me**rs Krophcad and Coorra] to guard against
such abu»e* on the |«rt of the government of the Unitsd
Slate* Hut, air, wa* not thi* rather the reault of that
log-rolling system which undertook to provide every place
iri the State with a railroad or a canal, than id carrying
on, if you please, her double improvements.canal and
railroad.through and over the Alleghany mountain*,
from Philadelphia to Pittsburg ' If my information be
correct, aoch was the case. Would that aenator [Mr.
BRouHiAn] or hi* colleague, [Mr. Cooper,] who *o*bly
addressed the Senate a few minute* aince in oppoeition to
thi* measure, be willing now to give up their expensive
canal* and railroad*, with their deep cut*, tunnelling and
inclined plane*, and resolve his State and people back
again lato the condition in which tbey were before theee
improvement* were made . Do they not very much pre¬
fer ihese work*, premature and unwise though aome of
them may he, than a return to the |*ck-horae, the bell-
teain, and the stage coach .' Although the conalraction
of tho*e great work* may have *addled Pennsylvania
with an onerous public debt, I cannot doubt that the bene¬
fit* and advantage* arising from them more than counter¬
balance llie evils of that debt.
Mr. President, beside* the intrinsic merit of this meas¬

ure, and the deep internal felt in it* success by those
whom I in pari represent, it i* commended to my aupport
trom the fact that it is *o fiercely and bitterly opposed by
those senator* who have never failed to ahow their oppe-
*ition to every wentern measure Prominent among
these i* my worthy friend from (Georgia, [Mr. D*w*on.)

way* seen anil heard upon tin* floor in opposition to every
measure of internal improvement in the ^Vest Our dil-
terence* in this regard do not in the slightest degree les¬
sen my respect and kind feelings for Turn, nor for my
worthy friend from Maine.[Mr. Hraixurv,] who uaually
take* the *aine *ide, and between whom and my*elf, ow¬
ing to a misapprehension on my part of hi* view* and po-
aition on thi* question, the ftr*i day thi* bill wa* rlieea»*ed,
there was an nnpleasant altercation, which, however,
l>aa*ed off with the occasion, leaving n* fhe *ame good
friend* we have ever been
At the last session the senator from Georgia pounced

most unmercifully, not only upon our alternate section

bills, but upon the bill of ihe senator from Illinois, fiv-
ing forts and some protection to our western emigrants,
on their perilous jonrnejr to < aliforma and Oregon. That
lull wa* then slam, because, a* wa* alleged, it made a

Isrge increase lo our standing army. This one is to be
defeated for the want of preliminary surveys. The Hieeeh
wbicii the senator from (ieorgia made against the Pacific
railroad singularly reminded me of his happy effort
.gainst ibe Illinois Central Railroad bHI Thit mad
teas six hundred mile* in length, and th«re were no esti¬
mates or survey* before us of any kind, when, entwith-
*tandmg that seaator'* oppo*ition, the hill became a law,


